A number of rapid methods, based on the colorimetric method of Deniges (2)', have been proposed for the determination of readily available phosphorus in soils. They depend upon the formation of the blue color developed by the action of a reducing agent on phosphomolybdic acid and are designed to indicate whether or not the use of phosphate fertilizer is likely to prove beneficial. The usual procedure is to treat a small amount of soil with a dilute acid, add ammonium molybdate, and then reduce, the phosphomolybdic acid with stannous chloride or by stirring the acid extract with a tin rod. Where the mixture is not filtered an acid solution of ammonium molydate is used. The blue coloration developed is compared with that produced in a standard phosphate solution or with a standard color chart.
